
FORGING FOUNDATIONS FOR BRILLIANT FUTURES 

PAHRA ANNOUNCES 35TH ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS 

PAHRA is pleased to present our 35th Annual Scholarship Awards to these deserving individuals who persevered through 

tumultuous times to stay focused on their goals and continued to strive in their efforts to accomplish those goals.  

Paul G. Pecharko Memorial Scholarships (Adult-Ed) 

1st Place $3,000 Award – Kristen Chew – Sponsored by Clearfield County Housing Authority  

Kristen plans to become a Certified Public Accountant.  She currently attends Lock 

Haven University with plans to transfer to Penn State University next semester.  

Diagnosed with epilepsy in her youth, Kristen has a very motivated mindset.  She 

has not let this and related complications such as Asperger’s Syndrome, seizures, 

vision impairments and mobility difficulties deter her.  Instead, she refers to her 

medical challenges as “an opportunity to discover hidden strengths and use them 

to [her] advantage.”  She adds, “With persistence, confidence, and strength, we 

can use these obstacles to transform into individuals who are stronger overall.”  

Kristen volunteers with “Give Kids the World”, a non-profit organization for critically 

ill children, with whom she can relate and serve as an inspiring mentor. 

 

2nd Place $2,000 Award - James Spring – Sponsored by Reading Housing Authority  

James is currently enrolled at Northampton Community College in the Culinary 

Arts and Hospitality Program. His ultimate goal is to establish his own bakery.  

After facing traumatic family events in his teens, James states that he came to the 

realization that, “life is all about choices. It is your choice and within your power to 

fall apart and fail, or rise above and succeed.”  He adds that he, “chose to turn 

what I experienced and endured into a force that would propel me forward.”  

James participated in the Upward Bound program throughout high school, where 

as a senior he served as President. Upward Bound is a program for low-income 

students with the desire and potential to be the first in their family to attend 

college. He is described as “a remarkable and resilient young man transforming 

into an academically accomplished individual.”  

3rd Place $1,000 Award – Thyago Alvarez – Sponsored by Lancaster City Housing Authority  

Thyago majors in Sports Management with a minor in Marketing at California 

University.  Thyago feels that, “post high school education is a luxury that gets 

taken for granted”, and he is putting forth his best efforts to “break the generational 

barrier of living in poverty.”  His mother has been a strong influence, a single 

woman from the Dominican Republic with limited English, whose strong work ethic 

and drive have instilled those same values in him.  Sports have always been an 

important and integral part of Thyago’s life.  He looks forward to helping at-risk 

athletes, providing kids from troubled households with structure and positive role 

models, such as those who have made a difference in his own life. 

 

 



     

L. DeWitt Boosel Memorial Scholarships (High School Seniors)  

1st Place $3,000 Award – Taliyah Granger – Sponsored by Pittston Housing Authority  

Taliyah believes that, “higher education opens doors to amazing opportunities” 

and she looks forward to entering King’s College this fall to begin her journey 

towards becoming a Physician Assistant.  Taliyah’s teachers agree, stating that 

she “has the logic, reasoning, and perseverance it takes to be successful through 

challenging coursework.”  Determined to make a difference, and create positive 

change in her community, Taliyah has prepared herself for the hard work ahead by 

enrolling in multiple honors level and advanced placement courses, participating in 

clubs, and actively participating in community service projects while in high school.  

After all, she says, “Arduous work, dedication, drive, and focus is what life is all 

about.”  Well said words to live by, Taliyah. 

 

2nd Place $2,000 Award – Mercedes Diaz – Sponsored by Westmoreland County Housing Authority  

Mercedes feels that “art can change lives”. Following her graduation from Central 

Westmoreland Career & Technology Center and Penn Trafford High School, 

Mercedes plans to further her artistic skills through the Visual Arts Program at 

Westmoreland County Community College.  Described as possessing “a strong 

work ethic and incredible moral compass”, Mercedes has maintained her GPA 

while serving as President of her class at CWCTC, juggling part-time employment, 

as well as participating in multiple community and volunteer activities.  A teacher 

offers the following praise, “Mercedes truly exemplifies leadership, scholarship, 

service, perseverance, and innovation.”  All good traits for a dedicated artist. 

 

 

PAHRA is proud to provide these scholarships as a positive economical and educational impact in helping to forge the 

foundations for brilliant futures that lie ahead for these stellar students.     


